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INTRODUCTION 

The COVID-19 pandemic has drawn a renewed focus to an existing gap in international law: 

the lack of international standards for human interactions with animals and the 

environment. Our team’s work seeks to address environmental law, animal well-being and 

the root causes of zoonotic diseases by drafting and promoting the adoption of a 

Convention on Animal Protection (CAP). The CAP project touches upon all subjects within 

the One Planet theme of this conference, and animal welfare and the search for 

sustainability in particular.   

As humans and domesticated animals continue to come into closer contact with wild 

animals as population growth, climate change and deforestation endure, the likelihood of 

viruses from wild animals directly or indirectly coming into contact with humans increases. 

Given the growing potential for the emergence of additional pandemics and the heightened 

public interest in these issues as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, now is the time to 

address the public health risks posed by environmental degradation and the inappropriate 

treatment of animals. 

METHODOLOGY 

The CAP proposes an international regulatory framework based on case studies and 

research on the causes of past pandemics, epidemics and the general spillover of zoonotic 

diseases from animals to humans. COVID-19 is only the latest example of such a spillover. 

Others include AIDS, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and Ebola. Nearly all 

spillovers have resulted from areas that lack strong international regulations, namely the 

wildlife trade, inappropriate mixing of livestock and wild animals, treatment of animals in live 

animal markets or medical testing facilities, and destruction of natural habitats.   

After better understanding the causes of pandemics, our team engaged in legal research to 

understand which regulatory frameworks are most likely to be effective in preventing 

spillover. This process considered both (1) which regulations, if accepted, would best 

mitigate the risk of spillover and (2) which regulations are most likely to gain traction on a 

global scale.  Our team is currently engaging in outreach with senior officials in government, 

non-governmental organisations and academia to promote the CAP and obtain feedback on 

the draft treaty itself. 



RESULTS 

The result of our research is the Convention on Animal Protection. The CAP contains four 

parts: an introduction, substantive provisions, provisions on the functioning of the treaty, and 

an annex identifying species with a high-risk of transmitting zoonotic diseases and other 

pathogens to humans and other animals.   

The CAP contemplates the adoption of the first sets of international minimum standards of 

care for animals, including obligations to provide animals with suitable and sufficient food 

and water, adequate shelter from adverse environmental conditions and adequate 

opportunities for exercise and mental stimulation.   

In particular, the CAP provides regulations on human interactions with animals in several 

broad categories: all animals; animals deemed to have a high risk of hosting viruses or other 

pathogens that pose a serious risk to public or animal health; companion animals; 

commercial animals; animals used in scientific research and testing; and animals used in 

entertainment.  

DISCUSSION 

If implemented, the CAP would be the first binding international legal instrument (treaty) to 

incorporate the One Health principle. It would also be the first treaty to address the root 

causes of pandemics and epidemics: the unnecessary spread of zoonotic viruses and other 

pathogens. Other treaties and initiatives under discussion tend to be reactive, in that they 

focus more on how better to react to the next pandemic, whereas this treaty is proactive, in 

seeking to make pandemics significantly less likely events.   

As it is currently drafted, the CAP is a framework for further discussion on practical, binding 

ways to implement the concept of One Health, environment and society. As was the case for 

the negotiation of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES) (and many other treaties on various topics that began as projects 

by independent groups), our team has taken it upon ourselves to write the first draft of the 

treaty. Now, we are looking for state policymakers to pick up the pen.   

The science is clear – the spread of zoonotic viruses is preventable. Now, we need 

policymakers to take action. 


